PACIFIC ISLANDS

Republics of Kiribati and Nauru, Cook Islands,
Niue, Samoa, Republic of the Marshall Islands,
Federal States of Micronesia, Republic of Palau,
Tuvalu and Vanuatu (see individual entries for
Solomon Islands, Fiji, Papua New Guinea and
Tonga)

Many of the Pacific Islands have no
armed forces. In the case of eight of them
the provision of defence lies, to varying
degrees, with Australia, New Zealand or
the USA. Tuvalu and Vanuatu have no such
defence arrangements with other states.

REPUBLICS OF
KIRIBATI AND NAURU

Population: 98,000" (aggregate)
Government armed forces: no armed forces
Compulsory recruitment age: not applicable
Voluntary recruitment age: not applicable
Voting age: Kiribati: 18; Nauru: 20
Optional Protocol:

Kiribati: not signed

Nauru: signed 8 September 2000

Other treaties ratified (see glossary):
Kiribati: CRC

Nauru: CRC, ICC

No armed forces are maintained by the
governments of Kiribati or Nauru.

Government

National recruitment legislation and
practice

Defence assistance in Kiribati is provided by
Australia and New Zealand, and the police
force carries out law enforcement duties in
all the islands.? Kiribati nationals have in the
past volunteered to join the United Kingdom
(UK) armed forces® where the minimum age
for voluntary recruitment is 16 (see UK entry).
Australia is responsible, under an informal
agreement, for the defence of Nauru.“
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COOK ISLANDS, NIUE, SAMOA

Population: Cook Islands and Samoa: 178,000
(aggregate); Niue: 1,8125

Government armed forces: no armed forces
Compulsory recruitment age: not applicable
Voluntary recruitment age: not applicable
Voting age: 18; 21 Samoa

Optional Protocol: not signed

Other treaties ratified (see glossary):

Cook Islands: CRC, GC APl and Il

Niue: CRC

Samoa: CRC, GCAP | and I, ICC

No armed forces are maintained by the
governments of Cook Islands, Niue and
Samoa. Defence is provided by New
Zealand.

Government

National recruitment legislation and
practice

Under the 1965 constitution of the Cook Islands,
defence is the responsibility of New Zealand. This
responsibility would be acted upon only at the
request of the government of the Cook Islands.
The New Zealand armed forces administer a
Mutual Assistance Programme, which aims to
support the Pacific Patrol Boat operations and
the police, and provides training, including in
using and securing small arms.¢

The 1974 constitution of Niue, which provides
for self-government in free association with New
Zealand, states that New Zealand is responsible
for external affairs and defence.” Under New
Zealand’s Niue Constitution Act, No. 42 of 1974,
“Nothing in this Act or in the Constitution shall
affect the responsibilities of Her Majesty The
Queen in right of New Zealand for the external
affairs and defence of Niue”.8

Under the 1962 Treaty of Friendship between
Samoa and New Zealand, New Zealand agrees
to “consider sympathetically” requests from
Samoa for “technical, administrative and other
assistance”, and both governments agree to
consult as appropriate on “matters of mutual
interest and concern”. Under a Mutual Assistance
Programme, the New Zealand armed forces have
provided training for Samoan police officers in
preparation for their deployment with the UN in
Timor-Leste.?



REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL
ISLANDS, FEDERAL STATES OF
MICRONESIA, REPUBLIC OF
PALAU

Population: 804,000% (aggregate)

Government armed forces: no armed forces
Compulsory recruitment age: not applicable; no
conscription in Marshall Islands during peacetime
Voluntary recruitment age: not applicable
Voting age: 18; 20 in Palau

Optional Protocol: Marshall Islands, Palau: not
signed

Micronesia: signed 8 May 2002

Other treaties ratified (see glossary):

Marshall Islands: CRC, ICC

Micronesia; Palau: CRC, GCAP I and Il

No armed forces are maintained by the
governments of The Marshall Islands,
Micronesia and Palau. Defence is provided
by the USA.

Government

National recruitment legislation and
practice

The USA maintains three separate Compact of
Free Association agreements with each state.
These agreements determine that the US
government has full authority and responsibility
for security and defence in relation to the islands.

The constitution of the Marshall Islands
states “No person shall be conscripted to serve in
the armed forces of the Marshall Islands except
in time of war or imminent danger of war as
certified by the Cabinet, and no person shall be
conscripted if ... he has established that he is a
conscientious objector to participation in war”
(Article 11, Section 11)."*

According to the Compact of Free Association
between the USA and the Marshall Islands, no
Marshallese citizen is subject to “involuntary
induction into military service of the United
States so long as such person does not establish
habitual residence in the United States, its
territories or possessions” (Section 341).> Similar
provision is made in the USA’s agreement with
Micronesia.

In early 2004, there were around 100 Marshall
Islanders serving in the US armed forces, 25 of
whom had been deployed in Iraq since 2003.
Citizens of Micronesia have also served in Irag.

Palau and the USA signed a Compact of
Free Association, which entered into force on 1
October 1994 and will be due for review in 2009."

TUVALU AND VANUATU

Population: 206,000 (aggregate)
Government armed forces: no armed forces
Compulsory recruitment age: not applicable
Voluntary recruitment age: not applicable
Voting age (government elections): 18
Optional Protocol: not signed

Other treaties ratified (see glossary):
Tuvalu: CRC

Vanuatu: CRC, GCAP land Il

No armed forces are maintained by the
governments of Tuvalu or Vanuatu. There
were no reports of under-18s in the
security or paramilitary forces in Vanuatu.

Government

National recruitment legislation and
practice

There are no regular military forces in Vanuatu,
and no conscription to the other security forces.”
The Vanuatu Mobile Forces, which supplements
the Vanuatu Police Force, is a paramilitary unit

of about 250 men.*® The Mobile Forces were
reported to have developed from a riot squad
into virtually a small army, and were involved in
an armed confrontation with the police in late
August 2002 in a dispute over the appointment of
the Police Commissioner.?

Police officers have taken part in the Peace
Monitoring Group deployed to Bougainville since
1998 and in the International Peace Monitoring
Team in the Solomon Islands since it was
established by the Townsville Peace Agreement
of October 2000.%°

There are no regular military forces in
Tuvalu.®
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